The article highlights the main directions of transboundary environmental-economic cooperation in the North-West of Russia. It is shown that the effectiveness of these projects and programs can be improved by using the "partnership model" of cross-border cooperation, based on the principles of administrative and political decentralization and on the principles of direct financing of territories on opposite sides of the border by eliminating or substantial easing of customs and other barriers to the movement of goods, capital and labor, as well as by unifying the legislation of neighboring countries.
I. INTRODUCTION
It is known [1] that the sustainable development of the region is determined primarily by three components -the economy, the environment and the social environment of the territory, while the main goal of the region's socio-economic development is to improve the quality of life of its population. At the same time, ensuring the viability of ecosystems, on which the territorial stability of the biosphere largely depends, and often completely, is of particular importance. The above becomes more relevant, more significant if the region has the status of a border region, i.e. its borders are the external borders of the state. Here, a special role is played by transboundary environmental and economic environmental projects [2, 3, 4] , which allow combining scientific, industrial, innovative resources and efforts of border regions of the countries participating in such projects when solving joint transboundary environmental problems caused by natural processes encompassing adjacent border areas of these countries.
In [5] , it was noted that the existing system for managing the processes of economic and social development at the federal and especially at the regional level in the border areas do not meet the current conditions for sustainable development, primarily in terms of environmental parameters. This provision is confirmed not only by the conclusions of the Third UN Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012 ("Rio + 20"), which noted the poor state of energy, agriculture and the standard of living of the majority of the inhabitants of the planet, but also the results of a number of publications on the evaluation of the effectiveness of environmental policy in the regions -see, for example, [6, 7, 8, 9] . In this regard, the search for ways and directions to improve the implementation of territorial environmental policies in border regions seems to be relevant.
II. METHODS
To solve this task, we will analyze the existing crossborder and border environmental-economic projects aimed at improving the ecology of border regions.
Obviously, nature is a fundamental factor determining human life, and its depletion and degradation in the context of existing economic relations negatively affect social relations, unemployment, the economy of the region, the efficiency of production and the quality of goods and services. The main causes of depletion and environmental degradation are resource-intensive and polluting, the socalled "traditional industrial technologies for processing and using raw materials", which lead to the pollution of the biosphere to an enormous accumulation of waste and the need for their recycling and disposal [7] .
The study of agreements on cross-border cooperation of the North-Western regions of the Russian Federation with neighboring countries, transboundary projects, and programs of environmental and economic orientation over the past 20 years shows that they can be attributed to the following groups of relevant environmental objectives:
 protection, rational and rational use of natural resources, incl. transboundary waters [2, 3, 4, 13, 15, 16, 17] ;
 protection and improvement of the quality of the transboundary environment [2, 4, 16, 17] ;
 support of biodiversity and ecological balance of the transboundary environment [2, 11, 15] ;
 development of measures to address transboundary environmental problems of regional and global importance (combating air and water pollution, forming a "green" infrastructure, etc.) [2, 12, 13, 15] ,  the creation of transboundary "buffer zones" and "ecological corridors" between separate already existing natural reserves of neighboring countries [11] ;
 protection and expansion of protected natural areas, including trans-boundary [11, 12, 14] ;
 conservation of natural landscapes, incl. transboundary [11, 14, 15] etc.
Analysis of the implementation of the results of the implementation of cross-border environmental-oriented international projects implemented (even with the existing limited regulatory support of federal and regional legislation) in the economic and social sphere of border regions of North-West Russia [8, 10, 12, 13, 14] shows that cross-border cooperation is a powerful factor in the regional development of such territories and the integration of our country as a whole into the European economic and legal space.
III. RESULTS
We will formulate directions for increasing the stability and sustainability of the development of border regions.
It was noted in [18] that both cross-border and crossborder cooperation is formed and implemented, first of all, by regional and local authorities on different sides of the border. However, cross-border cooperation (cross-border cooperation) is the direct interaction of these authorities in all spheres of life, involving various actors (individuals, communities of people, private entrepreneurs, and legal entities) in their activities. Cross-border cooperation (interregional/transborder cooperation) is focused primarily on the solution and development of inter-regional integration environmental, economic and social problems and challenges.
However, the legal base existing in Russia implies the use of only the term "cross-border cooperation" in concluding and implementing international agreements of a frontier nature. This eliminates the serious differences between the concepts of "cross-border cooperation" and "cross-border cooperation" and significantly complicates the promovement of the results of cross-border integration of ecooriented international projects into the economy and social sphere of border regions.
Here, in order to get out of the current deadlock, it is advisable to spread the use of the so-called "partner model" [18] of border cooperation for transboundary environmentaloriented international projects. The "partner model" of the border interrelations of the neighboring states on both sides of the border is based on the principles of administrative and political decentralization (which corresponds to the federal structure of Russia) and on the principles of "direct funding of territories" on different sides of the border. The latter principle is implemented through the elimination or substantial alleviation of customs and other barriers to the movement of goods, capital, and labor, as well as through the unification of environmental and related legislation of neighboring countries, both at the federal and regional and municipal levels.
By implementing the "partner model" in transboundary environmental-economic projects, it is possible to significantly strengthen the stability of the development of border regions of Russia, increase their economic potential, and improve the well-being of regional residents, including often solve the "long-standing old" environmental problems.
IV. CONCLUSION
The implementation of cross-border environmental and economic projects in the border regions of North-West Russia allows to solve not only regional environmental security issues, but also to attract foreign technologies to the scientific and industrial sphere of regional economies, to gain new knowledge in the field of regional development and cross-border cooperation, and, as a result , improve the quality of life of residents of the regions.
Thus, transboundary environmental-economic projects, when the "partnership model" of cross-border cooperation is distributed to them, not only stabilize, but also stimulate the development of border regions of North-West Russia in all areas -environmental, economic and social. This is based on the uniqueness of this study.
